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We are serious about curriculum at Fredericksburg Chris-
tian Schools! If we are to stay focused on our mission of 
training the next generation of Christian leaders, it is vital 
that we offer them the best academic program possible in 
keeping with God’s excellent character and expectations. 
This curriculum guide is intended to provide an overview of 
the program at each grade level in order for you to under-
stand what students are taught each year at FCS. As part 
of our partnership with parents, we desire for you to be in-
formed and involved in your child’s education. We hope that 
this information is helpful. You are encouraged to talk with 
the school’s principal or a teacher of a particular grade level 
for more information. 

 

 C
urriculum

 G
uide 

2 

Fine Arts 
 
Students attend weekly library class 
where they learn how to use librar-
ies as well as explore many literary 
topics such as the parts of a book, 
authors and illustrators, listening 
skills, genres, research skills and 
overall literature appreciation. Stu-
dents enjoy checking out books and 
develop personal responsibility for 
returning them each week. 

Bible: CEF, A Beka 
Reading/Phonics: A Beka, McGraw-
Hill, various trade books 
Language: Shurley English 
Mathematics: Saxon 
Spelling: A Beka 
Handwriting: Zaner-Bloser  
History: Bob Jones University Press 
Science: A Beka 

 

Physical Education 

Resources & Textbooks 

Field Trips and Special Events 

 
Music 
Music class is held weekly, and 
students experience and partici-
pate in  God’s gift of music. Stu-
dents learn skills in the areas of 
rhythm, melody, tone color, form/
style and harmony. 
 
Art 
Students attend art class every 
other week and explore the foun-
dational elements of line, shape, 
space, texture and color. An an-
nual Art Festival highlights each 
student’s artwork. 

Second grade 
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——————————–————   second grade   ————————————— 

 
In Physical Education class, offered 
twice each week, students learn to 
appreciate the amazing abilities of 
the human body and are taught the 
importance of care of the body. Stu-
dents also learn and practice skills 
in a variety of team, individual and 
lifetime sports. Physical fitness test-
ing is administered beginning in 1st 
grade, and students can earn Na-
tional or Presidential Awards based 
on their achievement. 

The Heart of Our Curriculum 

 
Authentic biblical worldview integration is an important 
component of the curriculum at FCS. Our desire is for stu-
dents to view every subject area as a way to better know 
the character of God and learn more about His creation, 
mankind, moral order and purpose for our lives. Both 
Christian and secular textbooks are used to develop in 
students a biblical worldview and teach them wisdom, dis-
cernment and critical thinking in all things. 
 
Ultimately, the quality of our curriculum rests in the skillful 
hands of teachers and is an outgrowth of their commit-
ment to Christian education and excellence in academics. 
Luke 6:40 says that one who is fully trained will be like his 
teacher; this is a sobering challenge for every teacher and 
reminds us of our incredible calling to point to Christ in 
every area, including our school curriculum. 

 Egypt Day 
 National Zoo and other field trips 
 Annual Spelling Bee (1st—8th grades) 
 Grandparents’ Day 
 Art Festival 
 Colonial Day 
 Field Day 



Language Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Language arts is a foundational sub-
ject area, and we commit consider-
able time and attention to it on a 
daily basis.  
 
A review of phonics as a key to 
sounding out and reading words is 
completed in 2nd grade. Students 
practice reading skills in small 
groups throughout  the year, and 
vocabulary building and comprehen-
sion skills are integrated throughout 
the program. Novels (On Yonder 
Mountain, The Treasure of Pelican 
Cove and The Velveteen Rabbit) are 
read as a class during the year and 
used to teach foundational literary 
concepts. 
 
In English, students thoroughly study 
the structure of sentences, including 
parts of speech, types of sentences, 
vocabulary, grammar, usage and 
mechanics. Opportunities are given 
regularly for students to write about a 
variety of topics and experience the 
complete writing process.  
 
Spelling words are learned on a 
weekly basis, and students are given 
the opportunity to participate in the 
ACSI Spelling Bee every year.  
 
Handwriting is taught and empha-
sized daily. Students begin to learn 
how to write cursive at the 2nd grade 
level.  

 
Students receive training in Microsoft 
Office through curriculum that is pro-
duced and updated annually by 
School Technology Programs (in 
partnership with Boston University 
and the University of  Rich-
mond).  Skills are taught in working 
with databases and spreadsheets 
(Excel), graphics, desktop publishing 
(Publisher), multimedia (PowerPoint) 
and word processing (Word).  Stu-
dents create projects to practice the 
skills taught in each unit and apply 
these skills in their other classes in 
completion of various projects as-
signed by their teachers.   

Science Bible 
 
Daily Bible class is an important part 
of spiritual development at FCS. We 
are committed to the study of God’s 
Word and its application to our lives 
as the foundation for living a joyful, 
victorious Christian life. We ulti-
mately desire that every student dis-
cover and strengthen a personal re-
lationship with Jesus Christ and de-
velop a biblical worldview. Students 
read and study the Bible, sing Bible 
songs, memorize Scripture verses 
and discuss Christian character and 
missions. Topics studied in 2nd 
grade include: 
 
 Gospel message through the 

Wordless Book 
 Joshua 
 Judges 
 Ruth 
 Jonah 
 Life of Paul 
 Life of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapels 
All are welcome to attend our weekly 
chapels for worship and sharing 
about God’s Word and its application 
to our lives. 

——————————–————   second grade   ————————————— 

 
The study of mathematics provides 
unique opportunities to learn about 
God’s orderliness, precision, un-
changeableness and absolute truth-
fulness. Our students use the Saxon 
Math curriculum to study a wide vari-
ety of mathematical concepts in in-
creasing difficulty throughout the ele-
mentary school years. Emphasis is 
placed in several key strands: num-
bers and operations, measurement, 
geometry, patterns, algebra and 
functions, statistics, data analysis 
and probability, problem solving, 
communication, mathematical rea-
soning, and connections. [Yearly 
participation in the Math Olympics 
allows an opportunity for students in 
3rd through 8th grades to compete 
with students in other Christian 
schools and challenge themselves to 
grow in their math ability.] 

Mathematics 
 
The study of God’s world through 
science is exciting and full of oppor-
tunities for us to know our Creator 
and Lord. The basic principles of the 
scientific method are illustrated dur-
ing the year. [In 3rd through 8th 
grades, students are encouraged to 
participate in the school’s annual 
Science Fair.] In 2nd grade, students 
specifically study the following units: 
 Insects 
 Arctic Regions 
 Oceans 
 Rainforests 
 Recycling and conservation con-

cepts integrated throughout the 
study of biomes 

 
History, geography, culture, eco-
nomics, civics and current affairs are 
the foundation of the social studies 
program through which we seek to 
learn about God’s providence in His 
world. At the 2nd grade level, stu-
dents continue their chronological 
study of American history from 1607 
to 1776 which includes: 
 American Colonies & Colonial 

Life 
 Kings & Queens, Nobles & Serfs 
 French and Indian Wars 
 Revolutionary War 
 Beginning a New Country 
 Communities, Laws, and Lead-

ers 
 American Symbols 
 Integrated geography and map 

skills 

Social Studies 

——————————–————   second grade   ————————————— 

Computer 


